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Pioneer Marilyn Roos-Forest River Pioneer

Marilyn Roos, is 74 years old, and she is one of the longest living resident in
Forest River. She moved here with her parents in 1936 when she was only 6
months old. Her parents bought a half-acre lot at the corner of Anita and Lee.
At that time the lot cost $260, and their property tax was $2.92 annually. In
1936 our subdivision was a big open lot without any streets. The properties
were advertised as “Little Farms”. Most of the new residents to Forest River
were Germans. There was no electricity, water, or gas. Marilyn recalls that her
father drove from Chicago with a 50 gallon coke can filled with water in the
rumble seat of their car, so that Marilyn’s mother could wash her diapers. Once
the Sandquists bought the lot, Marilyn’s father started building their house.
There were no permits required, and no building codes. Hjalmar Sandquist
worked tirelessly, as he built their home he also worked 6 days a week, 10 hours
a day as a machinist in Chicago. Mr. Sandquist was a meticulous craftsman, and
stood to the challenge. He built a fine, tiny house, with an outhouse in the back.
Like most of the families during the Depression the Sandquists had a vegetable
garden, chickens, and ducks. Marilyn recalls that in December of 1936 the
electricity was first turned on. It was her first Christmas. Marilyn attended the
Feehanville School located at 1400 Kensington Road (currently the location of
Sycamore Trails Park). Originally, it was a one-room schoolhouse replaced in
1924 by the brick, two-room school, which continued to be used until 1982. The
only thing remaining from the Feehanville School now is the bell that can be
seen in front of the River Trails Middle School. There was no school bus, Marilyn
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remembers walking to school one mile from 1% through 7" grade. One of the
events in her life Marilyn remembers with fondness was getting a telephone.
They had an eight party line which means all the neighbors could use it: one
ring, two rings, etc. for each party. You could listen to everybody’s conversation
if you picked up the phone after it stopped ringing. Marilyn also related how her
father won one of the first televisions in the area with a lucky raffle ticket in
1949. It had a tiny ten inch screen. After Marilyn got married in 1954, she
bought a ¥ acre lot on Woodland from Mr. Bahnmeier for $1,500, built a home,
and moved back into our subdivision. She has lived here ever since. Today
Marilyn is a happy lady. She is surrounded by 14 grandchildren, and 7 great
grandchildren for whom she throws a party every year. At the age of 74, she still
works twice a week, goes on trips with senior citizens, enjoys fishing, and
gardening. Last month she received the Forest River Blue Ribbon Award for her
immaculate garden. Marilyn is also an avid fan of the Chicago Bears, and Cubs.
She enjoys watching their games on TV (not the one that her father won back in
’491) Way to go Marilyn! Thanks to her active life, and a very sunny personality,
Marilyn could easily outlive her great grandfather, an immigrant from Norway,
who lived in Wisconsin, fought the Indians, and lived to be 100 years old! Look
forward to more interviews with other Forest River pioneers.
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